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AN ORDINANCE PERTAINING TO KEEPING OF BEES WITHIN THE CITY OF
PHILLIPSBURG, KANSAS, PURPOSE AND APPLICATION, DEFINITIONS,
COMPLIANCE WITH PROVISIONS, PERMIT REQUIRED, HOUSING
REQUIREMENTS AND LOCATION: NUMBER RESTRICTED, INCLUDING TYPE
OF HOUSES, HEIGHT, LOCATION, NUMBER OF BEEHIVES, FUTURE
DEVELOPMENT OF ADJACENT PROPERTY, SIGN REQUIREMENT ON
PROPERTY OTHER THAN OWNER'S, REQUIRED WATERING FACILITY,
MAINTENANCE, AND VIOLATION AND PENALTY: AND CONSTRUCTION.

SECTION 1. That the following Ordinance pertaining to the Keeping of Bees
within the City of Phillipsburg, Kansas, is hereby adopted by the City Council of the
City of Phillipsburg, Kansas, as follows:

KEEPING OF BEES.

A. PURPOSE AND APPLICATION. It is the intent of these regulations to
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maintain minimum standards for the Keeping of Bees within the corporate
limits of the City of Phillipsburg, Kansas, and promote the social benefits of
beekeeping and as a local food supply. These regulations shall apply to those
persons or entities who presently possess beehives or who intend to possess
beehives in the future.

B. DEFINITIONS. The following words in this Ordinance are defined, to-wit:

1.

2.

Apiary shall mean a place where bee colonies are kept.

Bee shall mean any stage of the common domestic honey bee, apis mellifera
species,

Beekeeping shall mean a person who owns or has charge of one or more
colonies of bees. -

Colony shall mean a hive and its equipment and appurtenances, including
bees, comb, honey, pollen and brood.

Hive shall mean a structure intended for the housing of a bee colony.

Tract shall mean a contiguous parcel of land under common ownership.

C. COMPLIANCE WITH PROVISIONS. It shall be unlawful for any person to
place, establish or maintain any hive, stand, box or apiary or keep any bees in




or upon any premises within the corporate limits of the City of Phillipshurg,
Kansas, unless the bees are kept in accordance with these regulations.

. PERMIT REQUIRED. Any person keeping hives, stands, boxes or apiaries
shall be required to obtain a permit from the City of Phillipsburg, Kansas. The
permit shall be valid from January 1 through December 31 of each year. The
permit will be due upon initial application and each subsequent year of
renewal.

. HOUSING REQUIREMENTS AND LOCATION: NUMBER RESTRICTED.

1. Type of Houses: All bee colonies shall be kept in Langstroth-type hive with
removable frames which are kept in sound and usable condition.

2. Height: The height of any one hive shall not exceed five feet.
3. Location: No hive, stand or apiary shall be placed or kept:

a. Closer than 30 feet to the property line of any adjoining developed
property; or

b. Closer than 30 feet to any house or other building located on developed
property other than the residence of the keeper of such bees; or

c. Closer than 50 feet to the nearest edge of the traveled portion of a public
street or the trail system; or

d. Within a front yard.

e. Upon land not owned or possessed by the keeper of such bees without
first obtaining written permission to do so from the owner or person
lawfully in possession of such land. Such permission may be revoked at
any time.

4. Number of Beehives: It shall be unlawful to keep more than two colonies
per each 12,000 square feet tract of land.

5. Future Development of Adjacent Property: In the event that any adjacent
undeveloped property is developed or residential structured are constructed
closer than the distance herein prescribed, the keeper shall move or, if
necessary, remove the hives, stand, boxes or apiaries to comply with these
regulations. i

6. Sign Requirements on Property Other than Owner’s. Every person owning
a hive, stand, box or apiary located on premises other than where the owner
resides shall identify such hive, stand, box or apiary by a sign or other
prominent marking stating in letters at least one inch high on a contrasting
background the name, address and phone number of the owner of such
equipment.




7. Required Watering Facility. Fresh, clean watering facilities for the bees
shall be provided within 20 feet of each hive, stand, box or spiary.

8. Maintenance. Hives shall be actively maintained. Hives not under human
management and maintenance shall be dismantled or removed.
Notwithstanding compliance with the requirements of this section, it shall
be unlawful for any beekeeper to keep any colony or colonies in such a
manner or of such disposition to cause any unhealthy condition, interfere
with the normal use and enjoyment of human or animal life of others, or
interfere with the normal use and enjoyment of any public property or
property of others.

In any instance in which a colony exhibits unusually aggressive
characteristics, or when the colony consists of Africanized bees (Apis
Mellifera scutellata), it shall be the duty of the beekeeper to destroy or re-
queen the colony. Queens shall be selected from stock bred for gentleness
and non-swarming characteristics.

9. Violation and Penalty. The keeping of bees in violation of this section is
prohibited and for each and every calendar year in which any person
violates any of the provisions of this section, upon conviction thereof, he or
she shall be fined in any sum not less than $25.00 nor more than $100.00 on
the first offense and not less than $50.00 nor more than $200.00 on the
second and third offenses, and $300.00 per conviction thereafter which
occurs in that same calendar year. Additionally, any person so convicted
shall be subject to court costs.

F. CONSTRUCTION: Nothing in this section shall be construed to apply to zoos,
animal exhibits, veterinarian services, or pet stores.

SECTION 2. This ordinance shall take effect and be in full force from and after
publication of same in the official newspaper of the City of Phillipsburg, Kansas.

PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL THE 6t» DAY OF NOVEMBER, 2017.

APPROVED BY THE MAYOR THIS 6t DAY OF NOVEMBER, 2017.

Patrick E. Hewitt, Mayor
Attest:
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Brenda L. Chafice, City Clerk




